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ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS IN SINGAPORE 

BY MEHREEN FATIMA* 

INTRODUCTION 
Singapore has been struggling since 1960s against the pollution causing factor as its 

government and people are in a continuous and cautious effort to reduce environmental impact 
on the country. Singapore is taking measure to protect their fauna and flora which is affected by 
the environmental crisis now a day. Sustainable environment is preferred for quality life, attract 
worldwide business and also to live. Overall the Singaporean’s have played a positive role in 
reducing environmental impacts. Singapore’s development over the last 20 to 30 years has meant 
that it has done the worst damage to its environment by cutting down rain-forests to make way 
for the urbanization.  
There are many environmental Issues in Singapore. I’m explaining some of them which is very 
help full to understand the condition of Singapore today.  
 
HAZE 

Haze from land and forest fires has been a challenge confronting ASEAN since the 
1990s.  The key source of smoke haze in the Singapore is fires caused by land clearing practices 
by farmers and plantation companies. Singapore has been working closely with the Indonesian 
government to help mitigate the fires and smoke haze under the ASEAN mechanism. In 
December 1997, Singapore hosted the first ASEAN ministerial meeting on haze (AMMH) which 
developed the regional haze action plan (RHAP). The plan sets out measures to prevent and 
suppress land and forest fires as well as provide early warning and monitoring to detect smoke 
haze in the region. The routine of Singaporean’s is greatly disturbed and precautionary measure 
has to be taken. 
 
DEFORESTATION 

The destruction of vast areas of forest (e.g., unsustainable forestry practices, agricultural 
and range land clearing, and the over exploitation of wood products for use as fuel) without 
planting new growth. From around 1980 to 2010, Singapore lost approximately 90 percent of its 
natural forest as a result of urbanization.  The country formulated the “Singapore Green Plan 
2002” in 1992 the Council held in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. It was about the environmental action 
programs to be implemented by Singapore to further improved environmental quality and 
sustainable development. The Plan gives the idea of the protection of natural resources and the 
development of environmental technology.  
 
CLEAN AIR AND CARBON EMISSION 

Concern over air pollution have increased over the last decade, the Singaporean are 
worried about indoor and outdoor air quality and the related air pollutant such a toxic emission 
from industrial process and construction site. 
 
 
CHEMICAL SAFETY AND RADIATION PROTECTION 

Toxic industrial waste and hazardous substance can be cause of a lot of hazardous 
environmental impact to the air, land and sea water if not managed properly. The Radiation 
protection and nuclear science department is the national authority for radiation protection in 
Singapore. It administers and enforces the radiation protection act and regulation through a 
system of licensing, notification, authorization, inspection and enforcement. 
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LITTERING IN SINGAPORE 

Satisfaction is the likely reason for Singapore's litter woes. Experts say that when people 
know there will be an army of cleaners to pick up after them, they become too lazy to do the 
right thing with cleaners out every day to sweep up trash, many people have developed the 
mindset that there is always someone, somewhere, to pick up after them.” People litter because 
they don't care, and they don't care because they don't get caught," said bank analyst Jason Ng, 
24. It is one of the big problems of Singapore now a day. Singapore is facing all these 
environmental issues but it is making a motivational and determined sustained effort toward 
reducing environmental effect. 
 
MEASURES TO CONTROL ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS 

The country's environmental management policy consists of three strategies: pollution 
prevention, law enforcement, and environmental monitoring. Specifically, the pollution 
prevention measures include industrial location, improvement of environmental infrastructures, 
including sewer systems and waste disposal facilities. The law enforcement measures include the 
improvement of environmental administrative organizations, tightening of environmental 
legislative control and the application of such tightened control to regulate industrial facilities 
and other sources of environmental pollution. The environmental monitoring measures include 
the establishment and operation of monitoring systems for air, water, and other environmental 
qualities. Singapore has implemented these measures in the past 30 years or so. The results of 
these measures are effectively combined into a comprehensive environmental approach, and this 
enables Singapore to maintain a favorable living environment. 

Singapore's Environmental Administrative Organization Start of NEA in July 2002 for 
Prompt Response to Environment Problems in Singapore, the Pollution Prevention Agency was 
formed in 1969, and the Ministry of the Environment (ENV) was established in 1972 for the 
purpose of providing a clean living environment and high-quality public health. The scope of 
work of NEA is very broad, in terms of monitoring, implementation, environmental cooperation, 
management to control the environmental crisis in Singapore. 

 
CONCLUSION  

Singapore remains steadfast in its commitment and puts in place strict regulations and 
enforcement regimes to ensure compliance. It is keen to continue partnering international bodies 
in coming up with innovative policy and technical solutions to the ever-changing and complex 
environmental challenges.  Singapore is happy to continue to share the expertise with others as 
well as to learn from others who are all taking this same journey in seeking environmental 
sustainability for their communities. It has acquired over the years to the global community as it 
firmly believes that it is only through joint action by all countries that the world can be an 
environmentally sustainable home for future generations to come.  
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